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Among the causes commonly given for this disease migh be mentioned tuberculosis of the spinal cord, injuries to th< back bone, and kidney-worms. Tuberculosis or injuries t< the spine might bring about paralysis, but the kidney-worn theory is doubtful, especially when this form of paralysis occurs in sections where kidney-worms are rare. It is probable that future investigations will disclose the exact cause if it should be specific.
Symptoms
As a rule, posterior paralysis begins gradually. The first sign may be nothing more than an uncertain gait which later'causes the animal to stumble. As time goes on the loss of muscular control of the hind legs becomes more pronounced and the animal may fall to the ground. After many trials the hog finally gives up and accepts the situation without further struggle. It may stay in fairly good flesh until the effort necessary to drag its body about the yard becomes a burden and the animal does not take sufficient food to maintain itself. From this time on there is a gradual wasting away in flesh until the pig dies from starvation or exhaustion.
Treatment
There is no cure for this disease. It is useless to resort to drugs or other forms of treatment. Mineral feeding has been advocated as a treatment for this form of paralysis, but it is by no means a specific cure. At the first well-defined symptoms of paralysis the animal should be butchered while it is still in good condition.
EHEUMATISM
Rheumatism is a vague and uncertain term frequently used to describe almost any degree of lameness. The lameness may be caused by an infection of the joints only or it may appear as a complication of some other disease such